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E  S  S  A   Y. 


H  E  Popular  Clamours  be- 
ing now  fo  noify  as  to  di- 
fturb  every  Company^and 
threaten  a  general  Breach 
of  our  National  Peace,  it 
is  the  Duty  of  every  Man, 
who  has  a  juft  Regard  for 
his  Country,  to  make  En- 
quiry into  the  Grounds  of  the  Difcontent  and 
Its  Tendency,  that  he  may.  aft  his  Dutyc 
My  making  this  ObferyatiGil  has  led  rne  in- 
to the  following  RefleftionSo  We  live  not 
in  an  independent  State,  but  ftand  obliged 
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to  a  Conformity  to  certain  primary  Laws  of 

our  Nature,  and  others  given  us  by  exprefs 
Revelation  from  God.  We  are  indued  with 
Reafon,  by  which  we  are  capable  of  kno\i^- 
ing  theie,  of  applying  them,  and  judging  of 
cur  Intereft  ;  and  from  this  Principle  we 
fiiid:  it  to  be  an  univerfal  Sentiment  of  the 
human  Nature^,  That  Men  cannot  difcharge 
the  Duties  of  their  Natural  Relations,  en- 
joy themfelves,  or  tlie  A'dvantage  of  thofe 
Helps  they  are  capable  of  affording  one  a- 
norher,  but  in  Society^  which  necelfarily  fup- 
pofc's  Government:  And^fo  from"  a  juiV Nl3- 
tion  of  the  State  of  human  Nature,  and'  thjb 
original  Defign  and  Benefits  of  Society^  all 
have  acquiefced  in  this,  that  in  every  So- 
cie^y  a  (upreme  Power,  to  whofe  Decifipns 
all  ought  to  fubmit,  is  abfolutely  and  in- 
difpeniibly  neccffary. 

And  without  derogating  in  the  leaft  from 
hereditary  patriarchal  Government,  w^iiclr 
indeed  is  the  mofl:  Ancient,  and  has'  a  va(t 
niany  Advantages  over  all  other  Forms,  biit 
has  been  over-ruled  by  the  Vices  of  Men^ 
and  from  tlie  fhort  Extent  of  our  CapacJEies 
feems  to  be  iiiipraclicable^  v^e  may  obferve, 
That  in  forming  of  all  Bodies,  politick  Men 
have  agreed  to  veft  fome  one  or  more  of  their 
Number  with  the  Power  of  concerting  and 
enafijing  Laws  for  the  governing-  of  the'  S'c^- 
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€iety^  by  which  every  Member  may  be  fc- 
ciired  in  his  Perfori  and  Goods,  and  the 
"Whole  in  their  united  Intereft  prelerved,and 
die  fame  or  other  Perfons  with  the  execu- 
tive Power,  for  the  Application  of  t-hofe 
Laws.  All  Government  obh'ges  to  a  necef- 
fary  Expence^  which  in  its  Extent  mufl:  vary 
as  the  Circumftances  of  the  Society  ;  and 
this  is  to  be  judged  and  detenrined^  as  alfo 
the  Rule  andOrder  of  its  being  levied,by  the 
Perfons  who,  by  the  Conftitution,are  vcfted 
with  fuch  a  Power. 

All  Refufal  of  Obedience  to,  or  oppofing 
the  Execution  of  Publick  Laws,  exprciTes  a 
Contempt  of  the  Authority  enabling,  and  is 
a  defign'd  Breach  of  the  National  ConlHcu- 
tion. 

Ill  an  abfolute  Monarchy,  whe-'e  the 
King  is  vefted  with  the  whole  Legiflitive 
Power,  both  of  making  and  executing  of 
Laws,  he  is  fole  Judge  ;  and  in  fuch  State 
the  Ambition  or  other  Vices  of  the  Sover- 
eign will  afford  manyOccafions  of  Expencc, 
valHy  out  of  Proportion  to  the  Weakh  of 
the  Subjects ;  and  if  his  Prime  Minifters  be 
Ignorant  or  Unfaithful,  they  will  footh  him 
in  his  Defigns,  and  counfcl  him  to  provide 
for  the  Execution  of  them:,  by  ExaQ:ions 
fi;om  Jiis  People,  which  in  the  Extent  of 
tliem  will  be  Of^reffive,  and  enforce  their 
A  5  Obe- 
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Obedience  and  Payment  by  Methods  of 
Tyranny*  The  Circumftances  of  a  People  in 
this  Cafe  is  a  great  Misfortune  ;  but  what 
is  their  Duty  will  be  better  apprehended 
by  thofe  who  fufter  with  them,  which  1  am 
thankful  is  not  my  Lot. 

In  a  limited  Monarchy,  as  is  that  of 
Great  Britain^  v^'h^vt  the  King,  in  making 
of  Laws  and  levying  of  Taxes,  is  to  ad  by 
the  Advice  and  Content  of  a  National  Coun- 
cil or  Parliament,  compofed  of  the  Nobles^ 
and  of  Landed  Gentlemen  and  Burgeiles, 
chofen  by  the  People  for  that  Effeft,  the 
Defigns  and  Expence  of  fuch  a  State  will 
always  be  proportioned  to  the  Power  and 
Wealth  of  the  People,  and  the  Neceffities 
they  may  be  reduced  to  for  the  common 
Prefer vation  by  Foreign  Wars  or  Inteftine 
Rebellions.  ^  .,- 

It  is  certain  that  no  fuch  Model  of  Go- 
vernment can  be  concerted  by  Men,  as  will 
infallibly  fecure  the  Subjects  of  it,  that  their 
Publick  Laws  fliall  at  no  Time  become 
Grievances,  and  the  Execution  of  them 
Tyranny  and  Oppreffion  :  But  fuch  a 
ConfHrution  as  hath  this  one  Rule  m 
it^  and  inviolably  mantained ;  That  the 
Society  or  Nation  fhall  be  governed 
by  no  other  Laws  than  what  fliall  be  con- 
certed, agreed  to,  and  enaded  by  a  Council 

com- 
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oompofed  of  Members  deputed  from  the 
feveral  Parts  of  the  Country,  united  in  So^ 
ciety  or  Nation,  who  alfo  have  the  Power 
of  repealing  and  altering  fuch  Laws,  as  by- 
Trial  are  found  inconvenient  in  iiich  a 
State,  the  Subje6ls  have  the  beft  Security, 
that  h  the  ftrongefl:  Probability  for  their  en- 
joying all  the  Advantages  of  Society^  and  of 
being  preferved  from  all  the  Ills  that  mu- 
tual Help  and  good  Government  can  guard 
them  from  ;  and  the  Value  of  fuch  a  Confti- 
tution  muft  be  above  all  Price^ 

The  prefent  Adminiftration  of  Govern- 
ment m  "Britain^  I  hope  will  be  allowed 
to  anfwer  all  the  Purpofes  of  publick  Or- 
der. Our  Sovereign  governs  according  to  the 
National  Conrtitiition^protecting  all  the  Sub- 
jefts  in  their  Private  and  Corporation  Inte- 
refts,  in  the  PolTeffioil  of  their  Lives,  Pro- 
perty and  Privileges,  by  ajufl:  Adminiftrati- 
pn  of  the  Laws  ;  he  watches  carefully  the 
Condufliofall  our  neighbouring  States,  ef- 
fectually preventing  the  bad  Lnfluence  any 
of  their  Meafures  may  have  on  the  ^Brittjb 
Intereft  or  Honour ;  he  cheerfully  complies 
with  all  the  Meafures  agreed  to  by  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation  in  Parliament, 
to  whom  he  allov/s  frequent  SefTions,  tliat 
they  may  have  Opportunity  to  corred  what 
is  wrong  in  the  Management  of  the  Nati- 
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onal  AflPairs,  to  -limit  the  pnbliGk  Expence 
and  provide  for  it:  Our  King  im|)ofes  no  il- 
legal Severities,  makes  no  illegal  Demands 
of  Money  or  Services  from  the  SubjeO:,  nor 
gives  any  Ground  to  fufpeO:  him  of  arbitrary 
or  partial  Counfel,  by  abrupt  diiTolving  of 
Parliamebits,  by  difcouraging  of  Judg^s^  or 
interrupting  the  due  Courfe' of  La\V.      ■  - 

Scotland^  as  how*  a  Part  of  one  Kingdom 
With  England^  have  our  Reprefentatives  in 
t\it  Parliament  of  Great  'Britaifjy  and  in 
Number  much  above  our  Proportion  of  va- 
lued Rent;  u^e  have  the  Benefit  Of  the  Na- 
tional, Naval  and  Land  Forces  to  protcQ: 
our  Country  and  Trade,-  enjOy  all  Privileges 
with  tht  Engliih  in  foreign  Parts  and  in  their 
Plantations,  tho^  we  bore  no  Part  in  their 
Acquifition,  and  by  GoiitraQ:  of  Union  are 
iiable  to  the  fartie  Taxes  with  England^  m 
Proportion  to  our  Extent  and  Confttmpt^ 
that  by  the  Parliameat  fhall  be  found  ne- 
ceflary/  and  irapofed  for  the  Maintenance 
of  the  Government- 

And,  by  a  late  Ad  of  Parliament,  there 
being  a  Tax  of  Sixpence  per  Buftiel  impofed 
bn  all  Malt  mzde^in  En  la?7d^  and  of  Three- 
pence ftr  Buftiel  on  Malt  made  in  Scotland^ 
on  Account  of  the  Difference  of  the  Qiiah- 
ty  of  the  Barley  of  the  different  Countries, 
and  iiiliiting  the  Extent  of  this  to  a  eertaiii 

Sum 
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Sum  to  make  this  unitorm  with  our  Propor- 
tions oF  other  Taxes,  as  is  conceived,  and 
^by  which  the  Application  of  what  it  (hall 
exceed  that  Sum  is  left  open,  of  which  no 
<loubt  our  Country  may  have  the  Benefit 
when  it  comes  to  be  reprefented :  And  this 
Aft  I  find  is  made  the  Occafion  of  great  Dif- 
content  and  Diforders,  which  have  fer  ex- 
ceeded the  common  Bounds  of  Complaint, 
and  gone  the  Length  of  Afts  of  Refentment 
and  Revenge. '  The  Members  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  whofe  Perfons  the  Law  makes  m 
a  great  Degree  facred^are  openly  aS  onted ; 
one  of  their  Houfes  in  a  Riotous  Manner,  ia 
-the  Face  of  Government,  is  pillaged  and 
demolifhed,  another  Gentleman  of  I'uc  fd.n«s 
Character  infulted  in  his  Perfon,  barbaroufly 
'beaten  and  abufed,  which  are  Indignities 
and  Breach  of  Privaleges,which>  I  am  afraid, 
will  be  heavily  refented -by  that  Honourable 
Houfe, 

From  a  due  Confideration  of  what  has 
been  hinted  of  the  Nature  and  Principles  of 
Government,  of  burConftitution  and  prefent 
State,  every  Attempt  to  defeat  an  AS:  of  Par- 
liament will  be  condemned,  and  from  the 
Steps  taken  by  thofe  who  adiually,  or  by 
Counfel  and  Advice,  have  oppofed  the  Exe- 
xution  of  this  Lavv%  any  fober  Man  will 
conclude  they  are  fpirited  up  by  thofe  who 
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gre  endeavouring  to  improve  this  to  an  Gc- 
cafion  of  their  letting  on  Foot  and  forward- 
ing fome  latent  Pro)e6t,  not  agreeable  to 
the  Laws  of  the  Country,  which,  by  thisEfi 
lay,  they  wou'd  bring  into  Contempt,  and 
confequently  the  Power  enafting  ;  and  fo  by 
a  fhorc  Step  proceed  to  a  dired  Attack  on 
the  Conftitution. 

If  Pa  trial  Affedion  were  the  Principle  of 
pur  new  Patriots  and  their  Followers,  Truth 
would  be  their  Guide  ;  they  would  aft  uni- 
r  ^rmly,  forecaft  the  Confequences  of  their 
Ad^ons^  and  be  determined  to  prefer  the 
g  -eatell  Publick  Good,  or  fubmit  to  fuffer 
tile  leaft  Evil,  rather  than  by  Headftrong 
Meafures  involve  their  Country  in  greater, 
and  which  they  cannot  allure  themfelves  will 
be  retriveable.  But  not  fo  has  been  their 
Conduft;  their  prepofterous  Management, 
unmanly  fpurning  at  their  Suj>eriors,  and 
the  low  Arts  of  Detra£tion  uied  by  them 
will  found  the  ftrongeft  Sufpicion  of  their 
Sincerity  in  this  as  a  common  Caufe^  and 
incline  to  believe  that  all  they  have  done  or 
faid  in  this  Matter  proceeds  from  Refent- 
ment  and  Enyy ;  and  they  fucceed,  I  dare 
fay,  above  their  Expeftation  :  For  it  is  fur- 
prifing  to  fee  Men  run  headlong  into  fuch 
jrregu'ar  Meafures,  and  delight  in  fuch  ah- 
f«rd  Cpnyerfation,  aniufing  themfelves  with 
^-  ^  meejp 


meer  Sound  and  Noife,  as  indiftinflt  and  in- 
congruous to  the  meaneft  Underftanding,  as 
the  moft^  inarticulate  Bellowings  are  difa- 
greeable  to  the  moft  delicate  Ear.  The  com- 
mon Topicks  of  Difcourfe  on  this  Subjed: 
are,  imo^  That  if  our  Members  had  flood 
againft  the  Malt  Tax,  it  cou'd  not  have  been 
impofed  or  would  not ;  That  Scotland  might 
have  been  reprefented  as  much  wanting  and 
as  well  deferving  Exemptions  from  this  Tax> 
as  the  Principality  or  Wales^  who  pay  none, 
or  as  feveral  Counties  of  England^  who  have 
the  fame  Favour ;  That  the  Pubiick  Exigen- 
cies do  not  require  this  Tax  in  Time  of 
Peace  ;  That  it  will  drain  our  Money ;  That 
it  is  a  new  Fund  invented  by  fome  who  are 
to  have  the  Benefit  of  it ;  And  that  if  the 
Brewers  perfift  in  Obftinacy  and  Oppofition, 
or  fubmit  to  Severities,  the  Country  will  be 
moved,  which  will  dare  the  Government  to 
iai\k  upon  it :  All  thefe,  however  abfurd, 
fcandalous,  falfe  Or  illegal,  are  the  common 
Topicks  of  Converfation  ;  and  theie  branch- 
ed out  into  many  particular  Stories,  are  con- 
cluded with  bitter  Reproaches  and  perfbnal 
Reflexions,  defigned  to  ruin  the  Chara£fer 
and  Interefts  of  thofe,  who  by  thek  long 
uniform  Condud,  have  made  it  appear  that 
they  better  underftand  and  more  honeftly 
profecute  the  true  Spirit  and  Interefl:  of  the 

Con- 
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ConftitutioQ,  of  which  tlie  Security  of  our 
Religion  and  Liberties  are  principal  Articles, 
-than  thefe  thoughtlers  Declaimers  or  tlieir 
Authors,  who  never  mind  they  are  embark- 
ed in  the  fame  Bottom,  or  have  lofk  all 
Tafte  of  our  common  Enjoyments,  and  care 
no  more  whether  we  Sink  or  Swim. 

Such  as  truly  love  their  Country,  value 
the  Conilitution,  and  prefer  Peace  and 
good  Order  to  Uproar  and  Confufion  v  who 
have  a  juft  Notion  of  Liberty,  and  the  true 
Tenor  of  it,  will  never  be  the  Jnftruments 
of  fomenting  or  continuing  DivifionSjOr  flat- 
ing  an  Opposition  betwixt  the  People  and  the 
Legiflative  Power,  which,  by  the  depraved 
and  rebellious  Nature  of  Mankind,  may  be 
improven  to  fi:i::h  a  Height,  as  may  endan- 
ger the  Ruin  of  themfelves,  and  of  all  that 
for  which  they  have  the  greateft  Value.  E- 
Fery  Man  who  afts  upon  thefe  Principles,  in 
all  Cafes  where  the  Management  of  thefe 
wIk)  govern  the  Country  incline  him  to  find 
Fault,  Will  regulate  his  Reflexions  and  Con- 
dud  by  a  fober  judging  of  the  Importance 
ef  the  Thing,  and  a  due  Regard  to  the  Con- 
formity of  the  Adion  to  the  Conftituticn ; 
and  if  it  be  no  Breach,  and  yet  prove  a 
Hardfhip,  hewill  acquiefcein  his  Duty,  and 
at  the  fame  Time  apply  himfelf,  by  allthofc 
orderly  Methods  the  Laws  allow  o£>  to  af^ 

^  filt 


'fift  the  People,  and  couniel  nis  Superiors,  as- 
he  has  Accefs,  to- obtain  Relief  at  the  Time, 
and  a  Rule  to  be  made  for   correfting   or 
compleating  the    Conftitution  in  that  Ar- 
ticle ;  or  it  it  regards  a  Corporation  or  Pro- 
vince, and  what  aggrieves  them   has  hap^- 
pem^d  by  a  wrong  State  of  their  Cafe,  will, 
by  fair  and  candid  Reprefentations  of  their 
true  State,  endeavour  their  Relief     As  in 
our  prefent  Cafe  ;  there  is  a  Law  made  im-- 
pofing  a  Tax,  which  is  thought  a  Grievance, 
tending  to  drain   our   Country  of  Money/ 
and  fo  reduce  us  into  fuch  a  State  of  Hard- 
fliips,  as^  the  Want  of  it   muft  neceflarily 
involve  us  in :     Thofe  who  are  not  fi'om  co- 
vered Defigns  refolved  to  difturb  the  Coun- 
try, and  affront  tke   Adminiftration,  or  are 
inconfiderate  and  ^mad    enough    to   exp©fe^ 
themfelves    to   Ruin,    will  naturally  think: 
of  it  in  this  Manner  :    Confider  the  Power 
enaflfng  the  Law  for  this  Tax,  which  is  the 
Parliament  of  Qreat  Britain^  and  if  that  be 
the  proper  Court  vefted  by  the  Conftitution, 
\Vith  tire  Power  of  afcertaining  the  National 
Fxpence,  and  taxing  the  Siibjeils   for   the 
Payment  of  it,  and  noways  hmittd  as  to  this 
Farticukr  Tax,  by  our  ContraQ:  of  Union, 
we  cannot  complain  of  this  as  an  illegal  De- 
mand upon  us,  and  fo  ought  not  to  reproach 
liliofe  entrafted  with  the  Execution,  or  an^'^ 
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of  the  Minifters  of  the  Law,  for  applying 
all  their  Care  and  Influence  to  prevent  the 
bad  Confequences  of  mutinous  Uproar  to 
maintain  the  Dignity  of  the  Government, 
and  preferve  the  Country  from  incurring 
fuch  a  Cliarader  as  may  juftly  qccafion  Jea- 
foufy  and  Sufpieions  of  us,  and  fo  make  the 
greater  Care  of  the  whole  Kingdom  and 
Conftitution  oblige  to  what  may  prove  rea| 
Hardlhips  and  Severity  to  us. 

But  if  we  fliould  have  no  Regard  to  this^ 
and  overlook  this  weighty  Circumftance  of 
our  Cafe,  as  indeed  the  Generality  of  our 
Malecontents  either  ignorantly  or  indultri- 
oufly  do,  and  treat  it  as  an  open  Queftion, 
the  folid  Way  of  Reafoning  on  it  appears 
to  be  this  ;  To  fotni  an  Accompt,  ftating  on 
^he  one  Side  the  Charges  of  Government; 
proper  to  this  Part  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
which'in  Jufl:ice  cannot  be  refufed,  the  Pro- 
portion we  ought  to  bear  in  the  Payment  of 
fhe  National  Debt,  and  on  the  other  Side 
the  Amount  of  all  the  Taxes  \evkd  from  us ; 
and  if  the  Sum  paid  by  us  exceed  that  with 
which  we  are  chargeable,  we  have  Reafore 
to  alledge.  That  thofe,  whofe  Province  it 
was  to  look  to  our  Intereft  in  thele  Matters, 
liave  neglefted  to  ftate  our  Cafe  aright,  or 
allowed  it  to  be  mifreprefented  :  But  if  it 
Iball  appear  by  a  juff  State,  that  all  that  is.; 

levied 


levied,  including  this  Tax,  does  not  exceed, 
but  rather  comes  fhort  of  the  firft  Article  of 
the  Charge,  we  mufl:  acknowledge  there  is 
no  Injuftice  done   us  by  this  new  Impofi- 
tibn  :  And  if  we  alfo  find  that  there  is  as 
much  of  publick  Money  fpent  or  retained 
amongft  us^  as  is  levied  in  our  Country,  we 
mufl:  own,  that  our  publick  Taxes  is  not  the 
Canal  by  which  our  Money  will  be  drained. 
So,  inftead  of  oppofing  the  publick  Laws, 
to  the  fl:ri£t  Obfervance  and  Adminifl:ratiaQ 
of  which  under  GOD  we  depend  upon  for 
the  Safety  of  our  Lives,    the  Poffeflion  of 
our  Property,  and  the  Enjoyment  of  both 
comfortably  :  If  we  be  in  Earnefl:  to  laVc 
our  Country  from  Decay  by  Export  of  our 
Money,  we  ought  to  make  Enquiry  into  the , 
true  Source  of  this  Evil,  which  we  fliall  find 
to  be  what  is  more  our  Work,  and  more  in 
our  Power  to  flop  and  turn,  than  either  to 
prevent  the  Want  of,  or  refufe  the  Payment 
of  publick  Taxes*    But  it  not  being  my 
Purpofe  in  this  Animadverfion  to  make  that 
Enquiry,  I  fhalt  only  give  fome  Hints  that 
I  hope  will  afford  a  Probability  for  what  t 
advance.     Our  Money  may  be  drained  by 
our  Want  of  Induftry  to  increafe  the  Valu€ 
of  our  Produft  for  Export,  to  what  may  be 
Fund  for  what  we  want  of  other  CountrieSy^ 
by  Our  giving  into  the  Luxury  of  a  richer 

People, 
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People,  by  whieh  we  import  more  than  we 
really  \yant,  and  more  than  iuits  our  parti- 
cular Circujnftancesw 

Aid  hy  Su^dries^ 

Much  1  alk  being  occafioned  by  the 
Condud:  of  the  Brewers,  and  the  Mea- 
fures  taken  with  them^  it  may  be  thought 
I  fliould  have  confidered  what  is  parti- 
cular in, then*  Cafe:  But,  as  I  find  it 
obvious,  and  generally  agreed,  that  their 
particular  Intereils  isr  a^  little,  if  not  lefs 
concerned  in  this  Queftion  than  any  other 
of  the  Subjects  ;  for,  if  they  don't  gain,  'tis.^ 
|)robabIe  they  cannot  lofe  by  this  Tax :  fo 
though  there  was  no'Need  for  a  Diftiftdion^ 
of  their  Cafe,  when  what  has  been  faidis 
duly  confidered,  I  hope  it  will  be  conclud- 
ed, tha:t  whatever  has  been  the  former  Cha-^ 
rafter  or  Condud  of  thofe,  who  have 
aflfociate  in  Oppofition  to  this  LaW,  or  thofe, 
who  by  their  Advice  or  open  Declaiming 
in  Cdnverfation,  approve  of  Difobedience 
and  OppofitioH^f  do,  by  their  prefent  Con- 
duft,  declare  to  the  Worlds  that  they  are 
refolved  by  their  own  Power  to  'endeavour . 
tlie  Subverfion  of  our  C6nfl:itution,  or  that 
they  are  ready  to  be  the  Inftruments  of  any 
Enemy  that  will  adventure  upon  it. 
'  This  is  the  direft  Tendency,  of  their  Mea-. 
flires,  and  cannot  be  otherwife  conftrufted' 

or 
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er  accounted  for:  And  if  they  fuflfer  the 
Punifliments  due  to  Crimes  of  fuch  a  Na-^ 
ture  and  Tendency,  thofe  vefted  with, 
publick  Authority  and  Power  will  be  juItiFied^, 
as  faithful  Adminillrators  of.  ouv  publick 
Laws,  and  honeft  Guardians  of  the  Confti- 
tution.  ^  - 

As  I  have  charged  our  Divifions  and  Dif-. 
orders  on  a  Party,  who  I  hope  faliely  dream. 
That  the  Alarms  they  raife  by  loud  Outcries 
of  Oppreflion  and  MifconduQ:  of  our  Go- 
vernors, will  have  the  fame  EtTeQ:  among- 
the  Friends  of  the  prefent  EilabliQimient,  as 
the  Trumpets  of  Gideon  in  the  Camp  of  the 
Medianites^     I  defigii  this  as  a  Call  to  our 
Friends  to  look  about  them,  know  one  ano- 
ther, and  keep  united:  For,  unlefs  we  be 
infatuate,  and  given  up  to  Deftrutlion  as  that 
People  was,  their  Meafures  cannot  fjcceed^ 
As  I  find  the  wrong  Sentiments  of  our 
National  Intereft  is  improven  to  influence 
the  Eledions  of  our  Burghs,    I  hope  it  will 
not  be  thought  improper  to  add  feme  Re- 
fle6tions  on  the  prefent  Conteft  about  tl^e 
Government  of  the  City  o^  Edi'/ibargh-  The 
true  State  of  which  is,  That  a  Set  (a^  they 
are  called)  of  Citizens,  on  Account  of  th-ir 
Friendfiiip  and  Attachment  to  a  certain  ^:Q?^t 
Family,  eminently    diiiingaifhed    for.  their' 
?-eaIous  and  fteady  Adherence  in  the  wofft.; 

B  $f 
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of  Times  to  thofe  Principles  on  which  our 
prefent    Conftitutiori  is  founded,    and    firm 
Attachment  to  our  Sovereign  and  His  Royal 
Family,  have  been  rtialign'd,  traduced,  and 
pubiickly   charged  and  profecute  before  a 
fupreme  Court  or  Juftice  for   Male-admini- 
ftrarion,    in   Order    to  degrade  them  with 
Dillionour ;  and   tho'  they    were  acquitted 
and   exonered   with    Applauic,    and    their 
diftinft  and     regular  Methods    of  Proce- 
dure in  the  Management  of  the  City  Af- 
fairs   recommended  by  the  Convention  of 
Royal-Burrows>     as    an  Example     to    all 
other  Burghs  ;  tho'  thofe  expenfive  publick 
Works  complained  of  are  difcontinued,   and 
that  all  are  fatiafied  that  what  could  be  called 
in    the  leaft    Wrong  was  not  Defign,   but 
Miftak^of  Mien  fallible  in  their  Judgment  ; 
and  that  it  is  impracticable  for  the  greateft 
Rogue  to  make  Gain  of  the  Town's  Reve- 
nue by  his  being  a  Magiftrate,    the  Fadions 
yet  perfift 'in  their  Deiigns  againft   them  ^ 
and  now  when  the  People  are  on  the  Frer, 
and  m:3ved  by  thefe  Apprehenfions    of  Na-^. 
tiona!   Grievances  we   have   difcourfed  of^ 
the  Hue   and  Cry  has  been  raifed,   charg- 
ing thefe  Gentlemen   with  too  mucli  Inti- 
macy   and     Friend  iliip    with     the    King^s 
Minifters,  and  the  Members  of  Parliament, 
aSd  concurring  with  tlieni  in   all   Meallires 

for 
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for  advinfig  Obedience  to  the  Laws,  and 
maintaining  the  Peace  of  the  City  and 
Country,  and  receiving  Bribes,  ^s  the  Hire 
otthis  their  Loyalty  and  dutiful  Services. 
Powers  have  been  attribute  to  them  much 
above  their  Sphere,  on  Defign  to  load  them 
by  falfe  Stories,  with  all  that  may  contri- 
bute to  withdraw  from  them  the  Rcfpett 
and  Affcdion  of  the  People,  and  all  the  En- 
deavours to  luftify  tliemfeives  have  been  con- 
ftrued  AmbidoD^and  fetting  up  for  Offices^up- 
on  vvhichCabalsand  illegal  Combinations  have 
been  formed,  theCorporations^and  the  whoJe 
Town  diftraQ:ed  and  diilurbed  by  new  and 
moft  unwarrantable  Pra£tices;and  by  Calurp- 
liies,  Lies,  and  faUe  Reafbning,  all  Endea- 
vours have  been  ufed  to  wreft  the  Govern- 
mentof  the  Town  out  of  their  Hands  as  a 
Set  of  evil  Doers  ;  and  who  can  blame  thefe 
Gentlemen  for  oppofing  fuch  Defigns  ;  and 
would  \x,  not  rather  declare  them  un= 
worthy  the  Offices  they  have  bore,  fhould 
they  tamely  give  Way  to  fuch  rude  and  un- 
mannerly Methods  as  have  been  ufed,  and 
refign  under  fuch  a  Cha rafter. 

Had  the  Conteft  any  Thing  generous  or 
publick  m  it,  on  the  Part  of  thofe  who  find 
Fault,  their  Management  would  difcoverit: 
But  inftead  of  that,  we  find  DetraQ:icn,bafe 
Infinuations,  and  .alfe  Conclufions  from   the 

pre  fens 
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pre  feat  Circumftances  of  thofe  Gt^ntleman 
they  oppofe  their  chief  Efforts  ;  whereas 
if  they  would  reafon  Ibberly,  they  would 
find  they  are  labouring  to  deprive  this  City 
of  real  Advantages,  to  remove  from  the 
tDiredlion  of  her  Affairs  a  Gentleman  whofe 
Capacities,  Candor  and  Courage  in  theaiTert- 
ing  the  Liberties  of  the  Subjeft,  and  the  Se- 
curity we  have  of  enjoying  them,  by  pre- 
ferving  our  Conftijution,  have  recommended 
to  his^  -Majefties  : Royal  Favour,  and  high 
Promotions  in  his  Service  :  And  that  he^ 
whoinfomc  Years  paft,  laying  afideaO  pri- 
vate Regards,  made  the  Intereft  ofhisCoun^ 
try  the  Law  of  his  Conduft, :  for  his  Ser- 
vices had  the  Applaufe  of  all  good  Country- 
men, and  was,  thought  worthy  of  Honour 
eind  Preferment,  fliould  now,  becaufe  he  is 
honoured  with  the  Friendihip  of  thofe  who 
are  cliief  in  his  Alajefty^s  Coimcil,be  thought 
luiworthy:  the  Truliof  our  City  Affairs,  or 
tl;e  Honour  of  ibeingour  chief  Magiftrate, 
will  be  found  very  abfurd  and  unjuft.  '  Yet 
upon. this  is  founded  the  ftrong  Objedion  of 
the  Danger  of  Court  Influence,  the  Sub- 
ilance  of  whicli,  as  it  is  improven,  if  I 
have  heard  aright,  is,  That  the  Will  of  our 
Sovereign  may  interiier  with  the  Lnterefl:  of 
our  Town  ;  that  is,  liis  Orders  to  his  Lieu- 
tenant may  be  arbitrary  and  oppreffive  j 
i.  ..       .  That 
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That  Laws  may  be  enaf^ed  by  Parliament, 
which  the  City  oi Edinburgh ^2.^  independent, 
may  acquiefce  in  or  not,  as  their  Magiftrates 
fhall  judge,  or  that  the  Magiftrates  oiEdin^ 
burgh  may  fuftain  or  decline  themlelvesMi- 
nifters  ot  thofe  Laws. 

Thefe,  however  ridiculous  they  appear, 
are  a  juft  Abftra£t  of  all  I  have  heard  on  that 
Head,  or  that  can  be  made  of  the  Objeftion  ; 
and  how  far  it  will  influence  the  Judgements 
or  Conduct  of  Men  of  common  Senfe  and 
Underftanding,  I  think  is  eafily  determined. 

Being  now  weary  of  reviewing  the  many 
filly  Tales,  irregular  publick  ConduQ:>  and 
fpiteful  Reproaches  that  for  fome  Time  has 
been  the  Bufinefs  and  Converfation  of  too 
many  in  this  Town,  who  before  were  reck- 
oned incapable  of  fuch  mean  Praftices,  I 
fhall  conclude  with  fome  Reniarks  on  their 
Authors. 

The  Advice  is  a  Paper  gentilly  enough 
writ,  and  has  no  more  Teeth  than  may  be 
allowed  a  Writer  on  a  publick  Queftion  :  But, 
as  it  happens,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
through  Want  of  Information,  the  Strength 
of  his  Pvcafoning  is  founded  upon  a  Fact,  that, 
I  am  informed,  is  falfe  ;  that  is,  That  a 
Commiffioner  of  the  Cuftoms  is  incapable 
of  Trade  in  any  Shape,  whereas  I  am  toJd  hc^ 
may  rrade  to  what  Extent  his  Stock  allows 
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hlrti  in  any  Inland-Trade,    and  Export  of 
Britijh  Produft  or  Manufa£i:ure. 

The  Seafonahle  Advice  is  the  weak  inco- 
herent  Strain  of  a  Madman ;  and  the  Au- 
thor expofes  himfelf  to  all  the  Lafhes  due 
to  barbarous  Grub  Street,  Fuftian  and  Scuri- 
lous  Lampoon,  and  to  the  Pains  of  Law 
that  a  feditous  Libel  may  incur. 

The  Letter  to  a  Friend  is  a  good  gray^ 
Difcourfe,  the  Sentiments  and  Rules  of 
which,  that  are  not  obvioufly  ill  founded, 
or  by  Infinuations  wrong  diretled  or  mifap- 
plied,  I  believe  all  our  EleQiprs  will  acqui- 
efce  in  ;  and  I  fhall  charitably  conjeQ:ure  it 
to  be  the  Work  of  forae  well  meaning  Man, 
whofe  good  Will  to  Mankind  much  exceeds 
his  Capacities  to  ferve  them. 

The  Second  Advice  is  a  Bugbear  of  ima- 
ginary Fetters,  Yoaks,  i^c.  drefled  up  in  for- 
midable Words,  and  ferious  Phrafe;  but  on 
a  near  View  is  found  to  be  a  Train  of  Argu- 
ments which  deftroy  themfelves  and  one  ano- 
ther, and  of  Obje£l:ions  and  Quefl:ions,whicha 
true  Knowledge  of  the  Fads  would  fully  an- 
fwer.  But  as  a 'Detail  of  thefe  in  all  their 
Circumftahces  far  exceeds  my  Defign,  I  only 
defire  fuch  as  doubt>  and  whofe  Judgment 
in  this  Matter  may  be  of  Ufe  or  Authority, 
to  make  a  fair  Enquiry,  before  they  apply 
their  Iniiuencfe  on  either  Side. 
FINIS. 


The  Sober  Whig  :  an  essy 
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